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south into Santa Clara County and northward
to Devil's Slide to serve weekend visitors to
our new county park. Over the vyears,
SamTrans set records for miles travelled be-
tween major repairs, miles driven without acci-
dents, courtesy towards customers, participa-
tion in community events, and as a great
place to work. In fiscal year 2015, 13.1 million
rides were taken on SamTrans buses, and
2016 is destined to be an even greater year.

Mr. Speaker, this is an agency that strug-
gles to keep up with the expectations of the
public, but this is the opposite of the image of
some government agencies which are, sadly,
viewed as unresponsive to public needs.
SamTrans, with a board that welcomes chal-
lenges and a staff which multi-tasks across
three counties and tens of millions of dollars of
annual obligations, has a bright future. Forty
years ago, no one could foresee that the con-
solidation of several bus lines would lead to
serving over 13 million bus riders annually. No
one could foresee the multiple roles that this
organization would come to play. However, at
40 years and thriving, SamTrans has become
the mobility master of Silicon Valley. We honor
its past, welcome its future, and celebrate its
spirit. Thank you, SamTrans, for all of your
roles and activities. SamTrans moves Silicon
Valley.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Alexa Keller attends Seven Lakes High
School in Katy, Texas. The essay topic is: Se-
lect an important event that has occurred in
the past year and explain how that event has
changed/shaped our country.

Several well-publicized police brutality
events near the end of 2014 created a new
wave of race discrimination discussions
across America. After the shooting of Mi-
chael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri,
protestors held up signs exclaiming, ‘‘Hands
up, don’t shoot’’, and after the choking death
of Eric Garner in New York City, the cry of
“I can’t Dbreathe” by protestors dem-
onstrated their outrage. Social media
furthered the causes, and during the 2015
presidential debates, most candidates took a
stance on whether ‘‘Black Lives Matter” or
“All Lives Matter.” Specifically, the death
of Freddie Gray in Baltimore, Maryland, in
April of 2015, and the consequences of his
death will shape the future of America with
respect to race relations and law enforce-
ment.

In April, 25-year-old Freddie Gray died
while in police custody, which led to weeks
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of protests and unrest. Stores were looted
and a CVS pharmacy was burned to ground,
after thieves took off with all the prescrip-
tion drugs they could get their hands on.
Baltimore found itself in a predicament be-
cause it was unprepared for this kind of mass
protest, and law enforcement certainly
didn’t expect it to go on for weeks.

Once the rioting was finished, the city of
Baltimore was left in a state of flux. There
was an ‘‘Us vs. Them” relationship between
police and citizens. To make matters worse,
the number of homicides in Baltimore in 2015
hit 344, the highest total since 1993 when Bal-
timore had 100,000 more people living in it
(Baltimore Sun). In addition, there were
more than 900 shootings in Baltimore last
year, which was up 756% over the prior year.
During the weeks of unrest in April and May,
over 150 police officers were injured. The
general feeling of unease between officers
and citizens is assumed to be the main rea-
son that now the police force in Baltimore is
down by 200 officers.

The city of Baltimore needs to make sig-
nificant progress toward fixing the situation,
but at what cost? Recently, over $2 million
was spent on new civil disturbance equip-
ment which includes protective gear, shields,
and helmets. (www.nytimes.com) The Mary-
land State Assembly is working toward a
new law enforcement bill of rights to provide
police with extra legal protection that is not
afforded to the general public. But, will
these measures fix the anti-cop rhetoric
which likely makes it difficult for police of-
ficers to do their jobs correctly and effec-
tively? The fact that the ‘‘Black Lives Mat-
ter” leader DeRay Mckesson is planning to
run for mayor of Baltimore is proof that re-
lations are still dicey. Baltimore will likely
prove to be a microcosm for the rest of the
country, and how it handled the events that
occurred in 2015 has and has the potential to
impact the United States as a whole.

———
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Dr. Dana Louise
Raphael, who passed away on February 2,
2016, at the age of 90. Dr. Raphael will be re-
membered as someone who lived her life with
dedication to her community, family, and to
her career in the field of medical anthropology.

Dr. Raphael was born on January 5, 1926,
in New Britain, Connecticut, to Louis Raphael
and Naomi Kaplan. From a very young age,
education was of great importance to Dr.
Raphael. She attended Columbia University,
where she earned both her bachelor's and
doctorate degrees. While at Columbia Univer-
sity, Dr. Raphael was a protégée of cultural
anthropologist, Margaret Mead and became
one of the first scientists that challenged milk
formula manufacturers.

In 1953, Dr. Raphael married the love of her
life, Howard Boone Jacobson, and as a new-
lywed, completed her initial field work in India.
Dr. Raphael soon became a respected med-
ical anthropologist, writer, and lecturer. She is
well-known for her global work in supporting
breast feeding and is credited for launching
the Doula movement in the United States. Dr.
Raphael first used the term doula in her 1969
anthropological study to describe women care-
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givers during labor and childbirth whose func-
tion was associated with the success of
breastfeeding.

In 1975, Dr. Raphael and Margaret Mead
co-founded the Human Lactation Center
(HLC). The HLC researches lactation patterns
around the world and is also an NGO with
consultative status with the Economic and So-
cial Council of the United Nations. Her advo-
cacy allowed her to take on companies like
Nestle in the 1980s pushing them to become
more aware of the role producers of formula
played in infant mortality in developing coun-
tries. Dr. Raphael’'s contributions to these
projects resulted in the implementation of edu-
cation programs for young mothers to prevent
unnecessary deaths of newborns. Her willing-
ness to help people was conveyed in her book
Tender Gift: Breastfeeding, which was pub-
lished in 1973. The book was a product of Dr.
Raphael's own sadness of not being able to
breastfeed her son and outlined a number of
tools for women to assist with successful
breastfeeding. The book went on to be known
as the breastfeeding bible by many in the mid-
wife and doula community.

During the last 20 years of her life, Dr.
Raphael served on the U.S. Board of the Club
of Rome where she committed herself to edu-
cating world leaders on the impacts of climate
change.

She also served as an Adjunct Professor at
Yale University, was an invited lecturer in the
U.S., China, India, and Japan, and was a re-
cipient of two Fulbright awards. Throughout
her career, Dr. Raphael recognized the impor-
tance of serving her community and ex-
pressed a profound love for it. Her contribu-
tions to women around the world will be her
legacy. She is survived by her sons, Seth
Jacobson and Brett Raphael, daughter, Jessa
Murnin, and her six grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring the life of
Dr. Dana Louise Raphael. Dr. Raphael
touched and aided many people throughout
her life. Her advocacy, deep commitment, and
positive attitude will be greatly missed by all
who knew her.

CONGRATULATING DAVID
PRINGLE

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a great deal of admiration that we con-
gratulate Mr. David Pringle, Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Aflac, on his retirement on behalf of
the citizens of our districts.

As you know, Aflac is one of Georgia’s most
renowned and respected companies. The
company has repeatedly found its name on
prestigious lists such as Fortune’s 100 Best
Companies to Work For and Ethisphere’s list
of World’s Most Ethical Companies. In addi-
tion, Aflac has generously provided the oppor-
tunity for more than 5,000 skilled individuals to
demonstrate the spirit that has made the com-
pany a household name and has helped make
Georgia a highly desirable place to live and
raise a family.

What makes a company like Aflac so suc-
cessful are the employees and leaders, like
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